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WISHING EVERYONE HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

FROM  

THE BELLEDUNE PORT AUTHORITY 

MEMORABLE MOMENTS OF 2019 

In February, the Port of Belledune welcomed for a visit the most recent addition to the Canadian Coast 

Guard icebreaker fleet, CGCS Captain Molly Kool. Being the first new icebreaker floated in 25 years, she 

was named after an incredible female figure in marine history: Captain Myrtle (Molly) Kool, the first 

woman in North America to become a licensed ship captain. 

On June 4th, the Port hosted the Chiefs from the Indigenous communities around the region for an official 

flag raising ceremony of the Mi’gmaq Grand Council flag. The flag now flies permanently at the Port in 

honour of the Mi’gmaq people and in recognition of their unceded territory. The celebration coincided with 

the 1st anniversary of the signing of the Relationship, Engagement and Consultation Protocol co-owned by 

the Port and the Indigenous communities in NB. 

The Port had their Annual General Meeting on June 13th at the Belledune Recreation & Cultural Centre 

where unprecedented results were presented from operations in 2018. Record-breaking numbers 

were reported from revenue, to profit, to total tonnage handled. Hitting figures resulting in the return 

on revenue measuring “a buck-a-tonne”, the Port brought in $2.9 million for 2.9 MT of cargo. Fun fact: 

the volume of that amount of cargo would equal the equivalent weight of 16, 355 blue whales; that’s 

quite a few of the world’s heaviest animal! 

The Port presented a sound plan for important infrastructure upgrades which led to financial investments 

of both the federal and provincial government. In June, the federal government announced the investment 

of $17 million towards the total $34 million infrastructure project for Terminals 3 & 4. Later in October, the 

Premier of NB, the Honorable Blaine Higgs, visited the Port and made the announcement that the provincial 

government would be investing $7 million towards the project. The results from the upgrades will be 

greatly enhanced efficiencies for cargo handling operations and will help to increase the current capacity 

of the Port. 

The Port remains committed to being anchored in the community! In 2019, the Port reinvested funds 

back into the community through donations and sponsorships to over 100 different events and 

organizations throughout the region! These included festivals, non-profits, clubs, volunteer 

organizations, and more. 

Even more, the Port organized a shoreline cleanup to help clear away trash along the harbourview in 

the city of Bathurst. In the end, more than 125lbs of trash was picked up from the waterfront! 


