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MooringS MooringS
MEssAGE fROM THE PREsidEnT & CEO, rayburn Doucett

Rayburn Doucett,  
President & CEO 
Belledune Port Authority

Many economic factors make shipping 
through Belledune a very attractive op-
tion. More ships are now available, costs 
are lower and we are ideally situated to 
respond to shipping needs.

We enjoy an excellent business relation-
ship within the region; we work in coop-
eration with Donald Hammond, Executive 
Director with Enterprise Chaleur and we 
look forward to working with Andy Flana-
gan, Community Development Officer 
with the Village of Belledune. This area is 
business-friendly and has everything one 
could want in manufacturing expertise 
and resources.

Changes to the Canada Marine Act now 
allow applications for federal funding to 
support port growth. Expanding our Port’s 
facilities and services is crucial and very 
expensive.

Congratulations go out to the Shaw Group 
Inc. as they celebrate a successful year of 
operation in Belledune. We look forward 
to attracting more new clients. Talks are 

ongoing to ship wind turbines to Belle-
dune from Denmark, Scotland and Spain.

The Port is now a member of the South-
ern New Brunswick Atlantic Gateway 
Council. We are energetically marketing 
the Port and reaching out to all potential 
clients. Being elected as the Atlantic 
Canada representative on the Board of the 
Association of Canadian Port Authorities 
(ACPA) provides yet another opportunity 
to raise the Port’s profile in the shipping 
business. 

Mark Doucet and Tracy Eddy are both 
now permanent members of our staff. 
This completes the structure at the Port. 
Welcome aboard!

Appreciation is extended to our clients 
and to all levels of government for their 
support and interest in the Port of Belle-
dune.

Our diversity, innovativeness and reputa-
tion for excellence flow from the loyal and 
dedicated staff and directors at the Port.

eMerging oPPortunitieS
THE ATlAnTiC GATEWAY

In the fall of 2007, the federal government 
and the governments of the Atlantic Prov-
inces signed a memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) that outlines 24-month objectives 
for the creation of an Atlantic Gateway.  The 

Gateway is a multi-modal transportation 
system – ship, rail, highway, and air – that 
emphasizes international activities.

In December 2008, the Port of Belledune 
applied to join the Southern New Brunswick 
Gateway Council.  “Our application to join the 
Southern New Brunswick Gateway Coun-
cil signifies the importance for all of New 
Brunswick and all of Atlantic Canada to work 
together under the Atlantic Gateway initiative 
set by the Federal Government following the 

MOU signed by the four Atlantic Provinces in 
October 2007,” says Rayburn Doucett, port 
President and CEO.

The Port of Belledune is uniquely positioned 
as the Gateway develops.  It is now a part 
of Highway H20 which feeds into the Great 
Lakes through the St. Lawrence Seaway and 
it is also one of the closest points between 
North America and Europe.  It will enjoy 
unique advantages as the Northwest Pas-
sage becomes a shipping lane.
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WeLcoMe aboarD 
THE BEllEdUnE PORT AUTHORiTY is PlEAsEd TO WElCOME TWO nEW MEMBERs TO iTs viBRAnT TEAM  

WELCOME ABOARD MARK DOUCET

Mark Doucet recently became a full-time, permanent member of the Port team 
after spending close to two years working on-site on a short-term contract.  He 
is maintenance assistant to Monica Legacy which means, among other things, 
he is involved in general maintenance and janitorial duties which include: routine 
maintenance, repairs, painting, lawn care, and snow-removal from around the 
entrances to doors and bays.  He also assists in and carries out inspections of 
the wharves and other areas of the Port.  General inspections ensure that the 
Port remains in ship-shape with all lights working and all areas of the Port well-
maintained.

Mr. Doucet studied plumbing and sheet metal. He also has amassed a significant 
degree of expertise through previous jobs which allows him to function comfort-
ably as a Jack-of-all-trades.  Routine inspections, some daily, some bi-weekly or 
weekly and others on varied schedules ensure that the Port’s equipment, under 
their care and watchful eyes, remains in top working order.  They also arrange to 
have equipment and infrastructure serviced or repaired by specialists as needed.

Mark and his wife Dola reside in Benjamin River.  They have four adult children.

welCoMe ABoArd trACy eddy
On January 26, 2009, the Belledune Port Authority appointed Tracy Eddy, P.Eng. 
to the position of Director of Engineering and Property Management.  He has 
been involved with the Port since 2006 as a full-time consultant.  Mr. Eddy 
holds a BSc in civil engineering from the University of New Brunswick and for 
20 years worked as a civil engineer and in property management, primarily com-
mercial and industrial.

He played a key role in the recent $5 million development of the two new ware-
house buildings at the Port and notes that he has before him some $60 million 
worth of projects to be developed.  His role at the Port includes property man-
agement, overseeing property maintenance and repair, project management, 
capital management, leasing and real estate management.

Mr. Eddy is a life-long Bathurst resident who is well-known and deeply involved 
in the community.  He has been actively involved with a number of community 
and business organizations such as the organization that is now known as Enter-
prise Chaleur, the Greater Bathurst Chamber of Commerce, Downtown Bathurst 
Revitalization Corporation, and the Rotary Club of Bathurst.

He and his wife Barbara have two teenage boys.
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Body toning, muscular strengthening and 
cardiovascular benefits are made possible 
by using the excellent exercise equipment 
available to all.

PORT COnTRiBUTEs TO Fun anD FitneSS
The Super Village Trail Blazers Snowmobile 
Club promotes fun, fitness and socializing. 
About 100 residents are members; others 
are from elsewhere including 40 from Nova 
Scotia.  The lodge is also popular with non-
members who stop in to sit by the wood-
stove to enjoy good conversation, food and 
beverages.

“The same 
woodstove was 
used since 1994 
to heat the lodge. 
It badly needed 
to be replaced,” 
says Jean-Eudes 
Parent, club di-

rector and groomer operator. The Port con-
tributed $2500 toward the purchase of a 
new stove.

The Power Club also benefited from a con-
tribution from the Port, for new equipment.  
The Club is a non-profit health and fitness 
center located in the Belledune Recre-
ational Centre.  Members range in age from 
14 to 70 plus. “Regular exercise is a great 
stress reliever,” says Regent Firlotte who 
manages the club with co-founder Danny 
Harvey.

“There is also a social aspect where people 
join together and encourage each other,” 
he says.  Joining for three months costs   

have one main coach and usually eight 
program assistants on the ice.” Skaters 
from the Club fare well in competitions 
and often bring home medals including 
Provincial Championship titles in 2007 
and 2008. 

PORT HElPs sKATERs  
beLLeDune Figure SKating cLub  

This year, 47 children from ages 3 to 17 
are enrolled in figure skating programs 
offered by the Belledune Figure Skating 
Club.

“We try to encourage as many children 
as possible to participate so we can con-
tinue to offer activities like figure skating 

in a small community,” says Cindy 
Doucet, BFS Club President. Member-
ships generate revenue but donations 
are essential. The Port of Belledune 
and other like-minded enterprises help 
the 30 year old Club. In 2008, the Port 
contributed $500 and in 2009, the Port 
contributed $1000 to sponsor the an-
nual Ice Show and Banquet. The Club 
promotes its sponsors through its show 
programs.

Although Club costs have increased sig-
nificantly, sponsorships and fund-raising 
efforts by the skaters have enabled it 
to continue operating. “Right now we 

only $30 for adults and $15 for students.  
Seniors can use the facility free of charge.   
“Our goal is to get people out exercising.”  
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The small community 
of Pointe-Verte is home 
to a wealth of talent 
including a theatre 
troupe and play writer, 
Claudine Roy, whose 
works are presented 
by the theatre.

The passing of a loved 
one is a reality that we 
will all face someday.

If palliative care is required there is a 
charitable organization that can help.  
Chaleur Palliative Care provides services to 
families dealing with a terminally ill loved 
one through a team of 15 specially-trained 
volunteers.

“We offer non-medical support to family 
members and the people who are ap-
proaching the final days of their lives,” 
says Christine Hatheway, Executive Direc-
tor. The organization was founded approxi-
mately a year ago.  Support may include 
such help as staying with the person in 
care while family members run necessary 
errands.  “We try to help normalize their 
lives and help out with the small things.  If 
they need help getting to the doctor we 
provide drives,” she says.  

“Our volunteers help with the things that 
the family should be preparing for and can 
talk with them about the experience,” she 
says.  They ensure no one is left alone 
following the death of a loved one.

The volunteers try to meet the needs of 
those who need support; they do not step 
in and take over.  “People like to keep 
their independence, so I tell them we’re 
there to help give them the best day pos-
sible,” she says.  The Port of Belledune 
provided $3000 in support of this worthy 
organization.

cHaLeur PaLLiatiVe care 
THERE dURinG diffiCUlT TiMEs 

Port SuPPortS tHeatre

Learning business essentials and entrepre-
neurship can be fun!  Junior Achievement 
(JA) has shown students the way for 23 
years.

An interactive program is offered in the re-
gion’s Elementary and Middle Schools while 
an 18 week evening program is available to 
High School students.

PORT sUPPORTs Future entrePreneurS 
“The in-school and evening programs are 
delivered by business representatives from 
the community,” says Sharon D. Jagoe, 
program manager. “We’re a non-profit orga-
nization that teaches business education to 
youths between grades 3 and 12.”

“In Grade 5, for example, they learn about 
organization, management, marketing, 

and production,” she says.  Currently, 
three groups of 15 participants are in the 
evening program delivered at local High 
Schools.  They are learning to develop and 
market products they create. This involves 
everything from writing a business plan to 
managing and book-keeping.

The Port of Belledune is a JA Banquet 
sponsor and donor. “We couldn’t survive 
without the 
volunteers 
and financial 
support from 
the business 
community,” 
says Jagoe.

“The port has been a very good sponsor,” 
says Linn MacDonald whose role is fund-
raising.  “They support our local theatre 
group.  The first year they gave us money 
for 10 tickets which the theatre group dis-
tributed.”  This allowed the troupe to bring 
in local guests who might not have been 
able to afford the dinner theatre.

The first performance of 2009 will be a more 
causal undertaking such as a wine and 

cheese with pâtés, vegetables, baguettes, 
and dip.  The shows keep people coming.  
“The actors are just phenomenal and they’ve 
come such a long way considering many had 
never acted before,” says MacDonald.

The theatre promotes food bank donations 
and also contributes part of its proceeds to 
this worthy cause.

CHALEUR
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SHiPPing trenD 
PROMisEs POTEnTiAl 
Globally, shipping is gaining steam.  

World-wide conferences have identified the 14 “Command-
ments” of the European commission to be applied to short-sea 
shipping and speed up the logistics chain by standardising 
reporting formalities for ships. Goods must be moved quickly, 
efficiently and safely.  The Commandments also focus on 
developing motorways of the sea in order to develop efficient 
coastal trade routes.

Part of the Port of Belledune’s attraction to short-sea shipping 
is to help reduce green house gas emissions by moving larger 
cargos that now require fleets of transports to haul. It may 
also help reduce highway congestion around ports.  It has 
already made inroads in short-sea shipping and is keenly inter-
ested in efforts and potential opportunities between Canada, 
USA, and Mexico. The Port is already a member of Highway 
H2O, a marine highway where short-sea shipping is king.

Trends in shipping point to a continued increase in volumes 
in the coming decades both in Canada and the USA. Inter-
provincial trade winds will continue to move short-sea shipping 
forward.

It is interesting to note boats first came into use some 10,000 
years ago.

Between the third and fourth millennium BCE, ship-building had 
become an art and shipping had reached the point where it 
became a commercial industry that moved goods from point-
to-point.  Today, we refer to moving goods along coasts and up 
rivers as short-sea shipping.

The legacy of shipping is perhaps best illustrated by the Khufu 
ship built by the ancient Egyptians. Measuring up to 44 m in 
length, this treasure was entombed in the Great Pyramid of Giza.  
Despite being dwarfed by today’s ultra large crude carriers – 
300,000-550,000 dead weight tonnes – it remains a symbol of 
the shift away from land-based transport.

the north-west PAssAGe 
The Northwest Passage is a mariner’s dream that would provide 
an alternative to using the Suez Canal or the Panama Canal.

The Franklin expedition in 1848 came to a bitter end, but in 1906, 
Norwegian explorer Ronald Amundsen completed the first suc-
cessful navigation of the Northwest Passage. Other ships have 
since then successfully gone through the Passage. Today, tech-
nology, ice-breaker ships and melting ice are making the passage 
more feasible.

“There’s a lot of interest in this internationally as it would save a 
lot of time,” says Captain Wynford Goodman, Director of Opera-
tions and Harbour Master at the Port of Belledune.  “It still may be 
years away and will require ice-strengthened ships. I think there 
will have to be a lot of new rules and regulations.”  Regulations 
must ensure proper stringent environmental stewardship and 
new charts will have to be developed.

The potential for trans-continental shipping has all eyes on the 
Northwest Passage once again.

SHiPPing trenDS  
The development of shipping led to the creation of trade routes 
and the increased ability to transport larger and larger amounts 
of goods to destinations both near and far.  It also represents 
a significant component of addressing urban congestion and 
reducing excess emissions.  The Port of Belledune is situated on 
a strategic trade route – the closest link between North Ameri-
can markets and northern Europe; it has the capacity to handle 
goods of all sizes, shapes and dimensions. With infrastructure 
projects planned, the Port is preparing for the demands of the 
future!
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There is a huge rock quarry within minutes 
of the Port of Belledune that yields an abun-
dance of high-quality aggregate.  

Envirem Technologies Inc., part of the 
ATCON Group, identified a market for Belle-
dune aggregate in Florida where stringent 
standards exist to ensure the longevity and 
strength of asphalt.

“Crushed quarry rock is put into asphalt 
in Florida,” says Donald Roy, manager of 
Eastern Canada Stevedoring Inc.  “Three 
vessels of approximately 50,000 metric 
tonnes each were shipped to Tampa and 
Jacksonville in 2008. In 2009 we expect 
8-10 vessels resulting in increased volumes 
for the Port.”

The aggregate in Belledune is abundant 
and exceeds the highest standards of the 
United States department of transporta-
tion; it is a high quality rock that is ideal for 
asphalt. 

aggregateS

Modern ships use trade routes that were 
unknown in the second and third millen-
niums BCE. The first trade routes were 
established by the Sumerians, Egyptians, 
and Phoenicians, long ago

Trade routes signaled the beginnings of 
coordinated shipping through the establish-
ment of organized logistics networks with 
set transportation lines and stops.  Routes 
covering long distances feed into smaller 
networks where goods are then moved 
either into smaller networks or directly to 
their markets.  In order to build successful 
networks, shortcuts have been developed 

through the construction of canals that 
allow boats to pass through otherwise 
un-navigable waters, or, in the case of the 
Panama Canal, directly through a landmass.

Today, trade routes include short-sea routes 
such as those between Canada and the 
USA.  Short-sea routes account for close to 
40 percent of all shipping in the USA.  The 
trade routes of today enable a wide variety 
of merchandise to pass between provinces, 
countries, and continents. All indictors point 
to a future of immense growth in sea-based 
transport.

Set close to massive North American mar-
kets, trade routes linking to northern Canada 
and further through the Northwest Passage, 
the Port of Belledune is fast-becoming a key 
strategic gateway.

TRAdE ROUTEs Key to SucceSSFuL SHiPPing

Ships using the deep waters of the Port of 
Belledune are typically Panamax and Han-
dimax sized vessels.  Handimax ships can 
accommodate 40,000 – 50,000 dead weight 
tones (DWT) while those that can haul 
between 80,000-85,000 DWT are Panamax.  

Larger ships such as the 100,000 DWT Cape-
sized vessels can use Terminal II. However, 
the automated un-loader works optimally for 
slightly smaller ships.  The port also sees 
tanker ship traffic although not Suez-sized or 
ultra-large tankers.

Older vessels are being phased out in favour 
of double-hulled ships to haul liquid bulk 
cargo.  Today, more and more ships are 
being built with reinforced bottoms and sides 
– the areas that represent the greatest risk.  
All ships must undergo regular maintenance 
as prescribed by international and Canadian 
regulations.  These include testing and 

inspection of pumps, hulls, hatches, naviga-
tional systems, and radar.

Powerful tug boats guide ships safely into 
ports, regardless of size. Safe handling of all 
ships is a top priority at the Port of Belledune. 

SHiPS, SHiPS anD More SHiPS
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HigHWay H2o
The Port of Belledune is the most easterly 
link on a major Canada-USA transporta-
tion route serving upwards of 100 million 
consumers.

Highway H20, the trademark name of the 
St. Lawrence Seaway, begins in Duluth, 
Wisconsin, and flows more than 3,700 
km to the Atlantic. It flows east through 
the Great Lakes, the St. Lawrence Sea-
way and out the St. Lawrence River.

The port, although not situated directly on 
Highway H20, is in close proximity to the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence.

Highway H20 is a vast marine highway 
with 40-plus ports that feed into an im-
mense network of roads and rail systems.

In 2004, ships moved more than 300 
million tonnes of cargo on Hwy H20; that 
could easily double.  All indicators are 
that the coming decades will see a dra-
matic increase in marine-based transpor-
tation of goods.
 

Shipping via Highway H20 can help 
alleviate congestion and reduce green 
house gas emissions resulting from idling 
vehicles caught in traffic jams and from 
transports making runs that could be 
done by short-sea shipping. 

The Highway serves the economic 
heartland of both Canada and the USA. 
The Port of Belledune looks forward to 
handling the increased traffic on this 
mighty Highway.

Belledune Port Authority

Rayburn Doucett
President & CEO

112 Shannon Drive
Belledune, NB  E8G 2W2

1-506-522-1200
1-506-522-0803 (Fax)

info@portofbelledune.ca
www.portofbelledune.ca

General, bulk & break bulk cargo handling:
Eastern Canada Stevedoring Inc.

Donald Roy, Manager
261 Shannon Drive, Unit 2
Belledune, NB  E2G 2W1

1-506-522-1800
1-506-522-1803 (Fax)

droy@qsl.com
www.qsl.com

CargoFlex News is mailed  
under Canada Post Publications 

Mail Sales Agreement no. 40112542

Return undeliverable 
Canadian addresses to:

Belledune Port Authority
112 Shannon Drive

Belledune, NB  E8G 2W2

They come from far and near.  This year the 
first ship to take a berth at the Port of Belle-
dune followed a short-sea route from Saint 
John, NB.  On January 3rd, 2009, Captain 
Kirk J. Taylor docked the M.T. Acadian at 
the port where it began unloading approxi-
mately 25 000 MT of diesel.

On January 5th, prior to the ships departure 
for the Port of Saint John, the Belledune 

Port Authority held a reception 
during which Rayburn Doucett, 
President and CEO of the Port 
of Belledune, presented Captain 
Taylor with a gift commemorating the oc-
casion.

“The Port of Belledune is an easy port to 
navigate with great facilities,” said Captain 
Taylor.  “The access to tug boats and pilots 
is very appreciated and makes calling on 
the Port of Belledune a pleasure.”

 “2008 was an exceptional year, breaking 
many records, even following three record 
breaking years,” said Mr. Doucett.  “One 
hundred and twelve vessels docked at the 
Port of Belledune in 2008; this is the highest 
number of vessels to dock at the port in a 
single year since 2002.”  He thanked the 

Port staff and Board of Directors for their 
valued input and support.

The Port of Belledune views short-sea ship-
ping as an essential element of the Port’s 
future growth.

FirSt SHiP oF 2009 


